
Important Correction about Pathways: 
Please disregard the last message (in February 
2021 issue) regarding the mailing of Pathways. 
Going forward, if you prefer to receive the news-
letter via email ONLY, call or email the office 
and your name will be removed from the postal 
mailing list. We are happy to email to multiple 
people in the same household, so that request 
can also be sent to Sheryl, 262-251-3830 or 
sheryla@ec-umc.com. If you have questions 
please contact, Mary Volmer, Council Chair; 
Anne Weiland, Lay Leader; or Pastor Jerome Sa-
habandhu.

Driven by a desire to support marginalized 
neighbors in the community, Summerfield 
Church created our Meal and Day Center pro-
grams to offer food, clothing, showers and 
friendship to all who come for support. A hot 
meal has been offered at Summerfield Church 

for lunch every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
since 2017 while the Saturday dinner program 
has been in existence since 2011. Both pro-
grams depend on donated food. Our Resource 
Center provides gently used and new clothing to 
any visiting guest dressed inadequately for cur-
rent weather conditions. These outreach mis-
sions are fueled by volunteers from Summerfield 
Church as well as from several partner church-
es. We especially wish to thank ECUMC for their 
continued support. 

COVID requirements greatly impacted our pro-
grams at Summerfield. Instead of having guests 
come into our building to sit and dine at tables 
with old and new friends, we now offer To-Go 
meals that are bagged and ready to hand out. 
Instead of being able to “shop” in our clothing 
resource room, a few essential toiletries, some 
clothing, and non-perishable food items are 
available for guests to take as they leave. We 
have been able to continue our goal of connect-
ing our guests to housing, counseling and medi-
cal services offered in Milwaukee City and Coun-
ty. With the lifting of COVID restraints our plan is 
to provide conference space to Milwaukee com-
munity support staff. The gratitude expressed 
from the people being served by our programs 
motivates us all to continue finding ways to meet 
their needs.  
 
Please keep these ministries at Summerfield 

United Methodist Church  in your prayers.  
 

Recognizing Tamra Schneider 
Tamra is pursuing her dream to become a mis-
sionary. She recently completed her bachelor’s 
degree and is now in Boston to participate in 
Youth With A Mission’s Creative Arts Discipleship 
Training School. The six-month program blends 
classroom learning, small group activities, per-
sonal reflection, practical service, and community 
living. It consists of a lecture phase and an out-
reach phase. Following the program, she’ll return 
home with hopes of going into missionary work. 
To receive periodic updates, please contact her at 
Tamra.M.Schneider@gmail.com. If you would like 
to help, please send donations to ECUMC with 
“Missions–Tamra” in the memo line. The Missions 
team will match total donations up to $1,000.                                              

(more Missions on page 4) 

 
Reopening Update 

The Reopening team has reviewed the current 
data on COVID-19 to assess whether in-person 
activities should resume during the season of 
Lent. Rather than rely on opinions and emotion, 
the team is committed to using the metrics sug-
gested by the CDC, which state we should look 
for a positivity of infection rate of 5% or less. 
Here are the data for our three-county area as of 
February 13.                                    (cont. on page 6) 
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           Pastoral Message 
 
Blessings everyone, 
 

Once again we find ourselves in the season 
of Lent, a time where we spend forty days 
(not counting Sundays) in our own inner de-
sert, following the path that the Lord Jesus 
laid out for us when, between his baptism 
and beginning his ministry, “the Spirit imme-
diately drove him out into the wilderness. He 
was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by 
Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and 
the angels waited on him,” (Mark 1:12-13). 
During this time we reflect, pray, fast, and 
engage in other penitential practices and 
spiritual exercises. 
 
But why? Why do we do these things? Surely 
the God who is love doesn’t want us to be 
uncomfortable and morose for no reason. 
 
Of course that isn’t what God wants. Lent is 
not some sort of hard time just for the sake 
of being hard or remembering difficult 
things. No, Lent is a training program. Think 
about it—a high school freshman doesn’t get 
out of bed one morning and jump right into 
the varsity football team. Rather, they have 
to work at it. Weightlifting, practices, proper 
diet, scrimmages, etc., all of these practices 
are necessary to be a good football player. 
The same thing if you want to play an instru-
ment. You need to learn the scales, practice 
finger placement, practice proper breathing, 
etc. before you become first violin in the or-
chestra. In fact, in any meaningful human 
endeavor you need to work, practice, and 
study before you do the real thing. 
 
And practice is never fun in-and-of-itself, but 
it is necessary for you to play the game, to 
make the music, to develop the software, or 
whatever it is you want to do that brings you 
joy, happiness, and satisfaction. 
 
If our goal is to live a blessed life, then we 
need the practices of Lent to get us in shape 
to do so. Here are three spiritual practices 
and what they are designed to do for you to 
consider: 
 

Fasting: Fasting means eating 1 normal 
sized meal (usually without meat) and 
2 moderate sized snacks a day. You 
can drink things like water, tea, and 
coffee, but not sugary treats (either 
drinks or food). The goal here is to re-
mind yourself that everything we have 
—our food, our health, our very 

lives—are a gift from God and are sus-
tained by God. The more we realize the 
love God shows us in all areas of our 
lives (especially those we take for 
granted) the more we can fully love 
God, love our neighbors, and our-
selves. 

 
Examen: This is a type of prayer where 

you look through the Ten Command-
ments (Exodus 20:1-17 or Deuterono-
my 5:6-21) and for each one you ask 
yourself, “Have I followed this com-
mandment? Have I lived the way God 
is telling me to?” The idea here is not – 
I repeat NOT – to beat yourself up. It 
is a tool to help us get a realistic grip 
on where we are in our Christian lives, 
to repent where we need to, and to ask 
for God to guide and empower us by 
grace to grow into even better people. 

 
Worship: “For everything there is a sea-

son, and a time for every matter under 
heaven,” (Ecclesiastes 3:1)—times to 
pray to our Father in secret (Matthew 
6:6) and times to gather together with 
our brothers, sisters, and siblings in 
Christ for worship. As the apostle Paul 
says, “And let us consider how to pro-
voke one another to love and good 
deeds, not neglecting to meet togeth-
er, as is the habit of some, but encour-
aging one another,” (Hebrews 10:24-
25). We need others to encourage us 
in our walk with Christ and they need 
us. We are God’s children, we are fam-
ily, and families love and support one 
another. 

 
This Lent, as we practice our self-emptying 
and self-sacrifice through the spiritual prac-
tices handed down in the Church, let us re-
member that they are just that—practice. 
They are the spiritual scales, scrimmages, 
and studying that will lead us to a closer walk 
with the God who is love itself, and into the 
blessings that God has prepared for us. 
 
So this year, pick a spiritual practice, whether 
one of the three I listed here or something 
else, and work at it to get in shape for the 
greatest goal of all—living in the blessed love 
of God shared with our brothers, sisters, and 
siblings in Christ. 
 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Sean 
Director of Senior Community Care 



Lent Plan 2021  

Every Wednesday, Lenten Short service  

(March 3, March 10, March 17, March 24) 

   Services will be available on YouTube and  

Facebook              

Every Thursday, Lent study with Janet Ray 

(March 4, March 11, March 18, March 25,  

April 01, April 08) 

   Bible study at 7:30–8:00am & 10:00–11:00am 

via Zoom  

Holy Week (March 28–April 4) 

Palm Sunday, March 28 

   Worship Service in the parking lot,10:30am  

Maundy Thursday, April 01 

   Sanctuary Worship Service will be livestreamed 

at 6:30pm with communion 

 (communion elements will be available at the church, 

Mon.–Thurs., 9:00am–4:00pm)  

Good Friday, April 02 

   Church wide service via Zoom at 6:30pm,  

focusing on stations of the cross 

Holy Saturday Prayer Vigil, April 03 

   Churchwide Zoom prayer meeting at 6:30pm, 

focusing on prayers for the nation  

Easter Sunday, April 04  

   Worship Service in the parking lot, 10:30am 

Thursdays in Lent: 24 Hours that 
Changed the World  

Our 2021 Lenten study uses Adam Hamilton’s 24 
Hours that Changed the World, a heartbreaking 
and inspiring examination of Jesus’ final hours.    
 
The study utilizes video of Hamilton’s Holy Land 
visits to the sites where Jesus ate and prayed, 
was arrested, tried, and executed.  The historical 
and geographical contexts provide a helpful 
backdrop for the Scripture around these events. 
 
Each week is a stand-alone session. You are 
invited to any or all. 
 

• March 4: The Garden of Gethsemane 

• March 11: Condemned by the Righteous 

• March 18:  Pontius Pilate 

• March 25:  The Humiliation of the King 

• April 1: The Crucifixion 

• April 8: (after Easter): Christ the Victor 
 

Two Zoom sessions will be offered each Thursday 
at 7:30am (30 minutes) and 10:00am (60 
minutes).  The Zoom link will be emailed every 
Wednesday for your convenience. 
 
No pre-registration or materials are necessary 
although both a study book and a 40-day devo-
tional booklet are available online and through 
local booksellers.   
 
Let this study be part of your Lenten discipline as 
we reflect together how these precious hours im-
pact our own Christian walk.  

 
Lenten Gifts & Activities Available for 
Pick-Up 

There are three gifts waiting for you in the 
church Narthex. We hope you’ll take advantage 
of these opportunities to focus on your growing 
faith this Lenten season. If you can’t make it to 
church in this cold weather, please contact the 
church so items can be delivered to you. 
 
• A Lenten Giving Game you can play with your 

family from Ash Wednesday through Palm 
Sunday. 

• A children’s book, The Parable of the Lily, 
which makes wonderful Lenten reading for 
elementary age children. It is also available 
as a board book for preschool children. 

• A Green Team Bulb Planting Kit which accom-
panies the book nicely. 



 
Becas Con Bendiciones  
(Scholarships with Blessings) 

Through this mission, ECUMC provides financial 
assistance to Honduran students to attend pub-
lic school who would not otherwise be able 
to. $120 per student provides the shoes, uni-
forms, book bags etc. to make public education 
possible. We have been supporting 40 students 
each year. 

 
Letters from Becas Students 
My name is Ever Alexander Calix Romero.  
I am 12 years old.  
I live in the village of San Miguel, in El 
Paraíso, in Honduras. My community is 
very beautiful. In my house I live with 
my mom, my little sister, and my grand-
mother. My mom works very hard and 
works to provide for our family. She helps 
to pay for my studies.  
 

I like pets. I have a dog and two rabbits. I 
like soccer. In my free time I kick the  
soccer ball around. I really like to study. 
My favorite class is math.  
 

My favorite food is steak with rice with 
pico de gallo (similar to salsa). 
In my house I help with chores and etc.  
 

My dream when I grow up is to be a soccer 
player. I want to have a good job to help 
my family.  
 

To get to school I walk 30 minutes. I like 
to go because I spend time with my 
friends.  
 

I am immensely grateful for the help you 
offer. I hope that God always blesses you 
with health and wisdom to each one of 
you.  
 
Hi!  
My name is Elicia Lizeth Sanchez.  
I am 15 years old. I live in the village of 
San Miguel, in El Paraíso. There is one 
soccer field where boys and girls play and 
have fun and enjoy their afternoons.  
 

My community is very beautiful. My 
family is very close. My parents work 
most of the time. My siblings and I have 
one puppy. One of my favorite things is to 
draw, go to school, and hangout with my 
friends playing soccer, and having a lot 
of fun. I would like to have a driver’s  
license and financially contribute to my 
household.  

 

I am thankful to God and for you 
all, and all that you do and how you 
help me in continuing my studies. I hope 
that you are all very happy and that God 
blesses you and takes care of you.  
I love you.  
 

I am praying for your lives because you 
are all very kind. Thank you for sharing 
and providing for us. I hope God blesses 
your lives.  
 

 
Missions Up-date 

During a very difficult and challenging year 
(2020) ECUMC shared many blessings with  
others: 
• Contributed monthly loose coin offering to 

Church World Services Tools and Blankets, 
Summerfield UMC, One Great Hour of Shar-
ing, and United Methodist Children's Services 

• Cooked and cleaned up at Community  
Banquet  

• Contributed $1,000 to United Methodist  
Children’s Services for damaged pipe repairs 

• Contributed $200 to the Zetho Foundation 
• Contributed over $6,000 to our 40 Honduras 

Becas students and their families for school, 
food, and hurricane relief  

• Contributed $1,500 towards LaCeibita, Hon-
duras pastor’s salary 

• Contributed over $3,000 to Habitat for  
Humanity  

• Contributed $550 to UMCOR for disaster  
relief 

• Contributed over $300 to Blessings in a 
Backpack 

• Contributed over $5,000 to The Promised 
Land Ranch and Preserve (contribution made 
in February 2021) 

• Contributed over $14,000 to Summerfield 
UMC for elevator repairs  

• Contributed $500 to Summerfield UMC for 
stove replacement  

• Helped prepare and serve Saturday night 
meals and weekly hot lunches at Summer-
field UMC 

• Contributed over $1,000 to Summerfield’s 
meal program 

• Donated new and gently used clothing and 
60 long underwear/leggings to Summerfield 
UMC 

• Contributed $500 to Northcott Neighborhood 
House for painting their walls  

• Donated 19 Christmas gifts to Northcott 
Neighborhood House 

• Donated 39 Christmas gifts to Prison Fellow-
ship’s Angel Tree program 

 
     Thank you very much for your support!! 

(return to page 1) 



Altar Flower Sign Up 
Each week altar flower arrangements glorify 
God and enhance our worship experience, 
whether streaming or in-person. Judy New-
man, NGC horticulture instructor and flower 
show master judge, takes care of making sure 
the flowers are changed each week, but we 
rely upon members sign up to help with this. 
This is a great way to celebrate a special occa-
sion or honor a loved one.  
 
You may provide your own flower arrangement 
or send Judy a check ($20 suggested 
amount), and she will create the arrangement 
for you. 
  
Here is a link to sign up for a Sunday in 2021. 
Simply click on the link, select a Sunday and 
provide the information requested. Judy will 
contact you to coordinate when your week for 
flowers, comes up.  
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C4EAFA62FA2FCC61-altar  
If you are unable to sign up electronically, 

please call the church office, 262-251-3830. 
 
 
Thank You To Our Staff 

The last months have certainly been challeng-
ing for all of us…masks, social distancing, seri-
ous illness, frustration, not being able to wor-
ship in-person, when will we get the vaccine?, 
and more. Throughout all of this, the ECUMC 
Staff has persevered, kept their focus, and ris-
en to the challenges. Creating opportunities 
for us to grow in our faith, worship in unique 
ways, and interact with each other, all while 
keeping our vision of Imitating Christ Together 
as their guiding principle.  
  
Just a few examples: 
• Parking lot worship (with the Pastors’ robes 

flying in the 30+ mile an hour winds) 
• Celebration Service via Zoom with Yeshua’s 

Memory Box 
• Christmas worship at “Promised Land 

Ranch” with snow banks and a campfire 
• The Christmas story with Legos 
• Monday e-Newsletter 
• Lectionary study 
• Special music for worship in the sanctuary 
• Senior Christmas goody boxes 
• Book groups 
AND MORE! 
 
We are blessed by God with a creative, caring, 
diligent and extremely resourceful staff. 
They’ve had to adjust on the fly in many cases 

 and done so in a manner that we wouldn’t 
even notice their extra effort. They have 
cared for us as a congregation and for each 
other. Please join SPRC in thanking our staff 
whenever you have the opportunity. Keep 
them in your prayers as they continue to 
serve us.  
 
Staff Parish Relations Committee 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Karen Burzinski, Karenb@ec-umc.com 

Wisconsin United Methodist  
Summer Camps are Happening! 

Learn more at wiumcamps.org then register 
early. Camps often fill quickly. ECUMC fami-
lies are already getting registered; one is 
going to an elementary age week-long 
camp,  another to a Youth Leadership camp, 
and one grandma is all set for Grandparent/
Grandchild camp. Outdoor fun and adven-
tures will happen with Covid-19 protocols 
firmly in place. 
 
According to the camp website, “Research 
has shown that youth who participate in a 
camp experience are nearly 70% more likely 
to say that a church home is important to 
them later in life. Many pastors, youth direc-
tors, and other ministry professionals cite an 
experience at camp as critical to their call to 
full-time ministry.” Wow! That’s powerful! 
 
Scholarships are available through ECUMC 
and through the Conference Camping Office. 
Don’t let cost be a factor in attending camp. 
If you are looking for a way to gather with 
extended family or just have a change of 
scenery, explore options to camp in the Pine 
Lake Tent/Trailer Campground or reserve 
rooms in the year-around Retreat Center at 
Pine Lake.  

 
Sundae Sunday! 
March 14, 10:30am-12:00pm 

Who can resist an ice cream sundae with 
your choice of toppings? This year, the Chil-
dren’s Ministries Team will offer a drive-
through Sundae Sunday with prepackaged 
ice cream and  toppings. Drive through the 
carport to pick up your Marketplace mer-
chandise, then continue through the parking 
lot for a sundae. Proceeds from both events 
will benefit Promised Land Ranch in Me-
nomonee Falls. We’ll have information so 
you can learn more about mission opportu-
nities and activities available at Promised 
Land Ranch.  
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4EAFA62FA2FCC61-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4EAFA62FA2FCC61-altar
wiumcamps.org


(from cover page) 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/
disease.htm 

As you can see, we are getting close, but we 
are not there yet. The staff is planning a won-
derful array of opportunities for Lent, which 
includes parking lot services on Palm Sunday 
and Easter. We will stick to these plans be-
cause maintaining our Covenant of Care pro-
tocols and social distancing would be impossi-
ble with a full church on these special Holy 
days. 
 
If we stay the course, practice all of the CDC 
recommendations and vaccinations continue, 
we hope to be able to gather for in-person 
worship after Lent. Please watch for updates 
then and please plan to participate in the 
wonderful faith opportunities available over 
the next several weeks.           (return to page 1) 

 
Strategic Planning Team Preliminary 
Report, February 2021 

ECUMC’s Visioning and Strategic Planning 
team wishes to announce our goals for the 
year of the Lord 2021. Please pray, support 
and engage, offer and come forward to 
achieve these goals with God as our helper. 
 
2021 Goals: 
One: Promote our Jubilee plan for 175th year 
of ECUMC’s ministry, celebration. 

• The 3-R’s: Remember, Rejoice and Re-
engage 
• Remember God’s faithfulness and our 

forefathers and foremothers  who have 
brought the Gospel to us. 

• Rejoice in renewing our faith. 
• Re-engage folks to think about what we 

can do as disciples with ALL members of 
our church community. 

• Jubilee engagement will also allow us to 
generate more new ideas for the direction 
that our church should go into the future. 

• Strategic team will build more synergy 
with the Jubilee committee and engage in 
empowering. 

All Pathways announcements are due to the office by the 15th of each month.    

• Jubilee will also have an educational com-
ponent to study about Methodist History 
and Methodism, the three R’s and more 
Bible Study opportunities. 

 
Two: Promote the Lectionary and Word of 
God as the foundation for a focused ap-
proach to life, witness, worship, contempla-
tion, preaching, education, service, and  
mission.  
 
Three: Explore new ways of being the church 
in ministry. Given the transition to a new 
norm, the church is called to explore the 
new opportunities of ministry, service, and 
mission. God has opened new spiritual and 
missional opportunities, particularly with re-
gards to technology-based digital opportuni-
ties for worship, devotions, prayer ministry, 
service/mission, education, and evangelism.  
 
Long Term Church Goals, Being an all-
inclusive Community: 
The church prayerfully engages and inten-
tionally seeks God’s grace to be an Inclusive 
Community of Christ our Lord in all fronts of 
our being and extend hospitality to all.  
 
The Church earnestly explores new possibili-
ties of evangelization, pastoral care and for-
mation of connect/small groups and prayer 
groups and discipleship focus study groups. 
 
In Imitating Christ Together 
 
Visioning and Strategic Planning Team 

 
 
Prayer Group 

We are a small group who fervently pray for 
our church and nation’s people. We meet on 
Zoom each 
Wednesday evening 
at 6:30 pm.    
 
We are seeking to 
add prayer warriors 
to our group. Please 
consider joining the 
Prayer Group. If 
this sounds like a 
group you would be 
interested in join-
ing, please contact 
Pat Brandt or Pastor Jerome. 
 
We look forward to praying with you. 

County Positivity rate New cases 
over 7 Days 

Waukesha 6.19% 147 

Washington 4.95% 133 

Milwaukee 5.02% 133 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/disease.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/disease.htm


  

Isaiah 28:16 

16 Therefore, this is what the Lord God says: 

    Look, I am laying a stone in Zion as a foundation, a tested stone,  

a precious cornerstone to provide a sure foundation. 

    Whoever believes will not be put to shame.  

 

REMEMBER 

It was a long arduous trek when James Martin and his family came to Menomonee Falls from 

Montgomery, Pennsylvania, in 1838. When they came, as members of the Evangelical Breth-

ren, they brought their faith. The first circuit rider missionary, John Lutz from the Ohio confer-

ence, visited the Martins in 1840. Soon other German-speaking families from the same area in 

Pennsylvania joined the first settlers: the Frey, Balheim, Werly, Lininger and Leister families. 

Then they were joined by new immigrants from Germany, the Schlafer, Lichter and Nickel fami-

lies.  These families had no church building but worshiped regularly in their homes. Members 

served as “class leaders” in the absence of a local pastor. The Nehs and Barnes families came 

from Pennsylvania in 1844 for the intentional purpose of building up the congregation, and in 

1846 Emmanuel’s congregation of the Evangelical Church was established with Rev. Andrew 

Nicolai as circuit pastor. 

Services and preaching by Rev. Nicolai remained in homes until 1851, and then, as the church 

grew quickly, they moved services to the school house. In 1856 the Conference began to ex-

plore building a church with the local English Methodist congregation. Although the doctrines of 

the two churches were similar, their language, culture and social status were very different and 

the effort failed. But the idea of building a church for the growing congregation took hold. 

In 1859 Frederick Nehs donated an acre of land on what is now the northwest corner of Apple-

ton and Roosevelt roads and agreed to pay for half the cost of the building. On August 23, 

1860, the cornerstone was laid for the church, 30 by 40 feet and 15 feet high. The cost of the 

carpentry and masonry was $697. The church building was dedicated on February 24, 1861.  

The members listened to the message on the above scripture in German and in English. This 

church became the red brick church on the hill which served the congregation for 100 years. 

REJOICE 

What does this heritage reveal to us?  

Our congregation was born of the hardship of long journeys, of immi-

grants clearing the land and breaking the sod for farms. We rejoice that 

we need not fear hardship, because out of hardship we can grow. 

Our church thrived and grew without a church building for fifteen years.  

We rejoice in the faith and hope that we can also thrive without our 

church building for now. 

From the very beginning our church leaders were willing to explore work-

ing together and worshiping with people of different languages and faith 

backgrounds. We rejoice in opening our doors and hearts today with rad-

ical hospitality. 

Our forefathers were intentional about growing and building the church and they made sacrific-

es to do so. We rejoice and celebrate the joy of giving back to God from our abundance and 

encouraging disciples of Jesus. 

REENGAGE 

How does this story of our roots bring comfort and purpose to our family of faith?               

Jubilee Reflections from the Jubilee Committee 
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