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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
8:30 AM—-Sanctuary Worship
(available online)

10:00 AM—Celebration Hall
Worship (NOT available online)
No Sunday School until
September

Our summer worship series is A Baker’s Dozen.
Each week (6/7-8/30) will focus on a different one
of Jesus’ disciples: Andrew, John, Peter, Matthew,
James ben Zebedee, Thaddeus, Philip,
Bartholomew, Simon, Thomas, James ben
Alphaeus, Judas, and Matthias.

ARK PARK

Our Nursery is available every week 8:15-11 AM
for babies through age 2. They are ably cared for by
our Nursery staff, Renee and Dori.

Summer Sundays from June through August, the
Ark Park will be open 8:15-11:00 AM for children
ages 3—6 who are not ready to sit in church.
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the summer
BOOK CLUB

ECUMC SUMMER BOOK CLUB

FRANCISCO

Join us for our final Summer Book Club. We’ll meet
on Sunday, 8/23, in Fellowship Hall at 11 AM (after
the second service) for a group discussion. Snacks
will be provided!

The Line Becomes a River by Francisco Cantu
(memoir) details the author’s experiences as a U.S.
Border Patrol agent in the Southwest, both as a
boots-on-the-ground agent and as an intelligence
officer, from 2008 to 2012.

He and his colleagues learn to track other humans
across drug routes and smuggling corridors.
Peppered throughout the memoir are policy and
historical vignettes about the border.

This book goes behind the headlines to uncover the
complex human tragedy on both sides of the
U.S./Mexican border.



A WORD FROM PASTOR MATT
Pastor Matt Hadley; MattH@ec-umc.com

What Summer Gardens Teach Us

My wife Janet and | are looking forward to the Wisconsin State Fair, August 6—16. We go every year, and there
are a few traditions that simply aren't negotiable. Chief among them is a stop at the New Berlin Lions Club
Corn Roast. In my humble opinion, they serve the best sweet corn anywhere. You can keep your cream puffs
(well... maybe not all of them!), but that perfectly buttered ear of Wisconsin sweet corn is one of the
highlights of the fair for us.

August is also a wonderful time for backyard gardens. Here in southeast Wisconsin, gardens reach their peak
from mid-August through mid-September. Tomatoes finally turn red, peppers ripen, beans keep producing,
and zucchini... well... zucchini seems to have only one goal in life: to take over the world.

In fact, I've heard it said that you should never leave your car unlocked in August because someone might
quietly place a bag of zucchini on the passenger seat! Every gardener knows the challenge of finding creative
ways to use—or lovingly "gift"—the seemingly endless harvest.

But August gardens teach us more than how to make zucchini bread. They remind us how God grows disciples.
The Apostle Paul writes in Galatians 5 that the fruit of the Spirit is "love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control." Notice that Paul calls these qualities fruit. Fruit doesn't
appear overnight. No gardener plants a tomato seed one week and expects ripe tomatoes the next.

Healthy plants require sunshine, rain, nourishment, and patient care. So do followers of Jesus. We often wish
spiritual growth happened instantly. We would love to become more patient after one prayer, more forgiving
after one sermon, or more loving after reading a single Bible passage. But God usually works more like a
gardener than a microwave. Day after day, often in ways we hardly notice, the Holy Spirit shapes our hearts
until we begin reflecting Christ more and more.

Weeds, however, are a different story. Nobody has to cultivate weeds. They seem to grow just fine all by
themselves. Left alone, they crowd out the plants we actually want to grow. Bitterness, resentment,
selfishness, and worry can do the very same thing in our hearts. If we neglect prayer, worship, Scripture, and
Christian fellowship, those spiritual weeds rarely need an invitation.

Jesus said in John 15, "l am the vine; you are the branches... If you remain in me and | in you, you will bear
much fruit." The secret isn't trying harder—it's staying connected to Christ. As branches receive life from the
vine, we receive our life from Him.

So as you enjoy fresh tomatoes, sweet corn, or perhaps discover another mysterious bag of zucchini on your
doorstep, let God's creation remind you of His work within you. Celebrate the fruit He has already grown in
your life. Pull a few weeds where they're needed. And take heart: the Master Gardener isn't finished with any
of us yet. With His patient care, the greatest harvest is still to come.

In Christ,
Pastor Matt



Register Here!

DRIVING FOR CHANGE
Rooted & Rising Golf Scramble

Monday, Sept. 14", 2026
11:00 a.m. Tee Time

THE RIVER CLUB OF MEQUON

Break out the clubs and join us for a great day in support of the
amazing work and mission of Rooted & Rising. Register your
foursome ($500) or individually ($125) today!

Not a golfer but still want in on the fun? Join us for dinner and
programming from 5:00-7:00 p.m. ($40)

For any questions or sponsorship inquiries: contact

info@rootedandrisingwp.org or 414-344-1818

Emmanuel Church family, | want to personally reach out and invite you to join me at Rooted & Rising’s Driving
for Change Golf Scramble on Monday, September 14 at The River Club of Mequon.

Join us for a day of golf, connection, and purpose at a beautiful course alongside fellow corporate and
community leaders. Rooted & Rising’s work in Washington Park centers on providing stable housing, food
access, early childhood education, and neighborhood engagement for families and residents.

This first-ever Golf Scramble is a meaningful milestone, and your participation will play a key role in sustaining
and growing that impact to reach more individuals and families and continue providing essential resources in
the community.

Here are a few ways you can support this event:

® Putting together a foursome

e Registering as an individual golfer

* Not a golfer? Register as a program attendee for the dinner and reception
Event Details:

Date: Monday, September 14

Tee Time: 11:00 AM

Reception: 5:00 PM Dinner & program included for golf registrants
Blessings,

Pastor Matt



HOW OUR CHURCH WORKS TO SUPPORT OUR MISSION:

Each month going forward we will provide a brief write-up on a committee or group that works behind the
scenes to support our Church’s mission: To Imitate Christ Together. It is our hope that these articles will
highlight the accomplishments of these groups and may inspire others to participate in the future. Each group
will be asked to respond to the same four questions.

This month we are going to highlight the Sew and Sews:

What are the goals and the purpose of this group?

This group gets together to cut, sew, and complete quilting projects together. We also make an effort to
teach each other new skills. The goal is to give the finished quilts and other handmade items to people across
the community in need of them. We also make some items to sell, with the proceeds donated to mission
projects in the church.

Who are our members?

There is a core group consisting of Karen Kronschnabl, Dorothy Nienow, Jan Kohlmann, Diane Becker, Mary
Dambekaln, Cassie Darnell, and Virginia Patterson. In addition, there is another group of women who
volunteer to assist with special projects, like tying the finished quilts. That group’s membership changes over
time, but it is noteworthy that with their help, the Sew and Sews have been able to complete as many as 10-
12 quilts in one day.

How do people volunteer to be part of this group?

The Sew and Sews are always eager to welcome new members. We invite anyone to stop in and check out the
group’s work when we meet. We don’t meet in the summer months, but will resume in September, meeting
on the second Monday of each month at 9:30 AM in room 112 (just past the Chapel Lounge). We have the
needed supplies, so there’s no need to bring anything to join the group. If we need extra volunteers to help
out on a special project on a Saturday, (like quilt tying) the need will be posted in the church bulletin ahead of
time.

How does this group support the church’s mission of imitating Christ together?

Our efforts support the established missions fostered within the church through our fundraisers each year.
We make quilts, walker bags, pillowcases, dog beds, lap robes, placemats and more. We have made $300-
$800 from each of our fundraisers. In addition, our quilts are distributed to various places across the
community in an effort to reach out and let others know that ECUMC cares about those less fortunate and/or
going through difficult times. These include items sent to the Froedtert Hospital in Menomonee Falls for
palliative care and to local hospice centers. We also make donations of walker and wheelchair bags to the
Linden Grove Rehabilitation Center. Our dog beds are donated to the Humane Society.



YOUTH MINISTRIES

Contact: Anna Schoenenberger; AnnaS@ec-umc.com

Somehow, August has already arrived. We still
have a bit of summer left; let’s make the most of
it! As we gather with family and friends, attend
summer outings, and enjoy the weather, we can
remember 1 Corinthians 10:31, “So whether you
eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the
glory of God.”

The Youth certainly lived up to this idea at the end
of July as they trekked to Lake Traverse
Reservation, South Dakota, for their long-awaited
mission trip! Again, many thanks to everyone who
contributed to the success of their trip. Be on the
lookout for pictures from their adventures, and ask
those who attended about their experience.

Last month, the Youth also gathered to tie-dye
“official” youth group shirts. As we created our
colorful attire, we discussed the Bible story of
Joseph and his coat of many colors. This ancient
story still connects with our lives today and
reiterates how God is always with us, forgiveness is
possible, and we need to trust God’s plan for our
lives even when things seem unfair.

Youth: | hope you can make it for our SUNDAE
SUNDAY event on August 9, 6:00-7:30 PM in the
Youth Room. Please sign up using the QR code
here or using the link in the Youth Group

Scoop newsletter so | have enough delicious ice
cream and toppings. As always, you are welcome
to bring a friend—just be sure they sign up too.

[w]E
Thank you to those families that filled out the brief
survey about next school year’s Youth Group
meeting preferences. If you have not yet done so,
| would still love to hear from you. Use this QR
code or the link found in the Youth Group Scoop.

Mark your calendars for September 26! | am
hoping to get a group of Youth

to participate (though the event is open to
anyone) in the Jingle Bell Jog benefiting the
Christmas Clearing Council of Waukesha

County. This event features a 5k Run, 2 mile walk,
or Kids Fun Run. During the holiday season, | hope
to get our Youth to volunteer for this organization,
too.

Let me know if you will attend. Check out the
Christmas Clearing Council of Waukesha County,
and sign up on the race website here:

0-0

Saturday, Sept. 26, 2026
O,

@ 9:00am

Q The Ingleside Hotel, Pewaukee, WI

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS

Contact: Liz Cannon (LizC@ec-umc.com)



The Ark Park has been well utilized this summer
with young children in attendance almost every
Sunday. This would not be possible without the
commitment of Stacy Velie sharing her time and
talents. Stacy has worked diligently to create a
warm and inviting atmosphere for early
elementary-aged children who are not ready to sit
in church. Many thanks to Stacy, Todd, Anaka,
Noah, and Liam Velie, as well as Claire Heinen and
Meaghan Germana for helping staff the Ark Park

and entertaining the children.

“Come, Follow Me”

Intergenerational Sunday School in July was the
second of two services featuring a theme of
discipleship and faith in action. Our Mission Project
of assembling hygiene bags for our neighbors at
Rooted & Rising was a great success yielding over
60 bags. Thank you to everyone that attended and

to the Mission Team for their continuous support
of the Children’s Ministry Team.
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Safer Sanctuaries Training for the Staff Parish
Relations Committee, our Church Council Chair,
Tricia Gequillana, and Safety Team member, Norine
Janzen, took place in May and June of this year.
This provided helpful feedback in administering
future training sessions and in making vital
revisions to our Safe Sanctuaries policies and
procedures moving forward. Our staff and
Children’s Ministry volunteers will have the
opportunity to train in the very near future. These
efforts will reap huge benefits in providing our
church and our community with a safe place to
worship.

&l SANCTUARIE

Nurturing Trust within Faith Communities

Vacation Bible School 2026 NEEDS YOU! Please
consider offering a few hours of your time to
support our children as they journey to Aventure
Island. Volunteers are needed to shepherd
children. A fun time is guaranteed!

43

Volunteers
Needed!

Coming soon in September: Rally Day & Sunday
School Fall 2026



RALLY DAY: SUNDAY, 9/13

Join us on Sunday, September 13, for worship at 9 AM followed by lunch and community activities on Rally
Day!

Our theme is Made to Mirror and will feature a PHOTO BOOTH, MIRRORS, and a MISSION STATION so we can
practice reflecting Jesus to the world.

Of course, we’ll also have a delicious meal provided, in part, by our Kitchen Klub and, in part, by all of us.

Rally Day celebrates the restart of our music and ministry programs for the fall, including our Sunday morning
classes, which begin for all ages on 9/20.

Come be a part of Rally Day fellowship, food, and fun in the sun!

NOTE: There will be only one service that day—at 9 AM in the Sanctuary.
More information is coming your way soon!

] |
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Anyone who listens to the word but
does not do what it says is like someone
who looks at his face in a mirror and,
after looking at himself, goes away and
immediately forgets what he looks like.

ECUMC EMMANUEL COMMUNITY
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
®
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Start with something. Choose one or two easy
changes to make, perhaps swapping single-use
water bottles for a reusable one or refusing plastic
bags. Commit to your action and allow it to lead
you to another “something” you can do for Earth.

Work together. Join or create a local effort,
perhaps to clean up a waterway or to help plant a
pollinator garden. Or donate to a large-scale
organization that can use your support to make a
greater difference.

Stay ambitious. The goal is big change. Start with a
small action, but keep your eyes, mind, and heart
open to opportunities that move you—and those
with you—closer to what you desire for the sake of
Earth and all its inhabitants.

Act for the good of all. Individual actions have a
collective impact. For example, when one person
installs solar panels or buys an EV, it signals that
renewable energy is desirable. When more
individuals buy in, that creates demand, which
drives down cost, expands investment, creates
jobs, and pressures politicians to deliver for their
constituents. Apply the same principle to all the
places you can act for good.

If a move is on your timetable, flatten any shipping
boxes you receive and store them for when you
need to start packing. If you’ve just moved,
advertise through your networks to find someone
who can use the boxes again.

Use and reuse the same natural fiber dryer
balls 1,000-plus times instead of single-use,
chemical-laden dryer sheets. Think of the

difference for your wallet, your health, and the
landfill.

For packed lunches for school, purchase foodstuffs

in the largest package available and then divvy
them out into reusable containers for the day.
Avoid the trash of “snack size” packaging that adds
to the landfill, teach your children an alternative to
the throw-away culture, and empower them to do
something good for the environment.

Change your light habits. To save money and Earth,
transition to LED bulbs. Also, engage the whole
family in turning off lights when they are not in use.
This easy practice is a reminder to care for Earth in
other actions too.

Avoid the toxic trio: food, plastic, and heat. Do not
cook meals in a sealed plastic bag. Don’t heat up
leftovers in plastic in the microwave. The heat
releases chemicals from the plastic into the food
you consume.

Tree planting season (September—March) is
coming. Now is the time to investigate potential
tree sources and planting services, including local
government, nonprofit foundations, and nursery
businesses. Trees pull down carbon from the
atmosphere and nourish the soil, provide habitat
and food for birds and other pollinators, and give
shade in the summer and allow sun in the winter,
reducing the need for fossil fuel energy.

“If we start with something, work
together, and stay ambitious, hope stops
being a thing we wait to feel and
becomes something we create.”

—Malala Yousafzai



Green Team: Electronic Recycling - SAVE THE DATE

As part of its theme to reduce, reuse and recycle, the ECUMC Green Team is hosting its second
electronic recycling event on Saturday, September 26. This is an opportunity for you to clear
out broken and obsolete electronics including most items that operate by electricity-either
cord or battery. Some examples include TVs, computers, laptops, printers, microwaves,
kitchen appliances, and even Alkaline batteries that cannot be landfilled ($1/pound).

Al (Rt
B

Sreen Tea
Electronics Recycling Event
Free Iltems For a Cost (Cash Only) !
sComputers - monitors - laptops = | «CRT TVs and monitors (old tube |
cords - printers - routers - style) (extra charge for broken
switches CRT glass) $10
eSmall electronic household eDehumidifiers, mini
| appliances (blenders, vacuum refrigerators, microwaves $10 |
' cleaners, coffee makers) sWood console, Projection, and
*DVD/CD players - radios ~ Plasma TVs $20
speakers eAlkaline batteries $1/pound
oCell phones - tablets - chargers eFlorescent bulbs, 4 ft and
oFlat screen TV (not plasma) smaller $1
oChristmas lights oLED light bulbs and
' oOther electronic devices that run | fluorescent bulbs over 4 ft $2

' on electricity or battery

Items Not Accepted

AC units, large appliances, paints, oils, tires, hazardous materials

b S R ' |

When: Saturday, September 26 - 10:00 AM ~ Noon

thm Emmanuel Community United Methodist Church
N84W16707 Menomonee Avenue
MmomomcFaﬂ:,\Vl

If you are able to help with this initiative by greeting people, directing traffic, unloading
vehicles, and loading trucks, please use the QR code to sign up and volunteer. Questions?
Please reach out to Doug Thompson on the Green Team [djthompson1950@gmail.com].
More details to come as we get closer to the event.




ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Contact: Janet Ray; JanetR@ec-umc.com

New Study This Fall

Join us for a 6-week study
of Diana Butler Bass's oo < A
Freeing Jesus. Our )
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understanding of Jesus is ) SN
not static; it transitions YE Sy~
across different seasons of ~ 4 :
. . >\ [
life, perhaps as Friend, e 5
Teacher, Savior, Lord, Way, -

or Presence.
She writes, “It all matters. The Jesuses you have
known and the Jesus you know matters.”

This study will challenge the institutional thought
that tempt some Christians to think they should
contain Jesus, limiting him to a “right doctrine” or
“MY church.” We can, instead, “free Jesus” from
the constraints of organized religion.

Through her blend of personal memoir, theology,
and church history, Bass encourages us to embrace
doubt, mystery, and a vibrant faith that grows
along with us.

We'll meet Sundays at 11 AM in Fellowship Hall
from September 27 through November 8 (except
for the day of Consecration Sunday). Snacks will be
available.

Register on the bulletin board or email JanetR@ec-
umc.com

Books are available for S5 in the church office.
Other ADULT Discipleship Opportunities
Year-Round Mid-week Bible Studies

- Wednesdays, 10 AM (Fellowship Hall)

- Fridays, 10 AM (Zoom)

Resuming September 20 @ 8:30 AM (CL)

- The Wired Word: The Bible meets The News

Music Ministries
Billf@ec-umc.com
A big thank-you to the musicians who have
provided us with special music throughout the
summer thus far. We have had an assortment of
styles and voicings to keep the musical addition to
the worship experience meaningful of high quality.
Chancel, Men’s and Women’s Choirs will begin on
Thursday, September 3 with Women’s Choir at
6:00 PM, Men’s Choir at 6:30 PM and Chancel at
7:00 PM. Mark your calendar with those start
dates.
Please let me know if you have any questions or
concerns.
Sing Every Day,
Bill Follmann
414-881-3023
"The woods would be very silent if no birds sang
except those who sang best."
- Henry Van Dyke
Let’s make the woods burst forth with song!!

MISSIONS

Contact: Mary Klein; MaryKleinl@gmail.com

The Falls Area Food Pantry is gearing up for its
Annual Back to School Supply Drive and are asking
for your assistance. Supplies may be dropped off at
the Pantry at any time. Thank you for your
continued dedication to the students and families
in our community. Items needed: Headphones
and Ear Buds (No Airpods); Plastic folders, 2-
pocket; One Subject Notebooks, Wide-Ruled;
Crayola Broad Washable Markers Classic Color;
Crayola Thin Washable Markers Classic Color;
Crayola Watercolor Paints, 8-color; EImer’s 8 oz
Bottle Washable Glue; Ticonderoga #2 Pencils;
Expo Dry Erase Markers, Large (Low Odor); Expo
Dry Erase Fine Tip (Black, Green, Red, Blue); Loose
Leaf Paper, Wide-Ruled.

Some items are brand specific due to teacher
preferences and to give all children the same tools

IFalls Area
Food Pantry

Tive Coart with o Fleant™
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Stewardship Moment — The Gift of Connection and Community
Jason Mahnke, Director of Programming & Campaign
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

A Stewardship Moment — The Dog Days of Stewardship
From Jason Mahnke, WUMF Submitted by Gary Wilkes

August is often called “the dog days of summer.” Depending on who you ask, the phrase has everything to do
with hot, humid afternoons when the days seem to blend. Gardens need watering again. Lawns need mowing
again. Vacation photos have been shared and school supplies are beginning to fill store shelves. It’s a season
that rarely feels exciting — it simply asks us to keep showing up. Stewardship has its own dog days.

Most churches don’t receive their largest gifts in August. Attendance is often lighter. Staff and volunteers are
taking vacations. Fall programming hasn’t quite begun. It can be tempting to think, “Nothing much is
happening.” But perhaps these ordinary seasons are exactly where faithfulness is formed.

One of my favorite stories comes from a monk who was asked how he stayed joyful after decades of living the
same routine day after day. His answer was simple. “Every morning | thank God for the privilege of doing
ordinary things.” Preparing meals. Sweeping floors. Greeting neighbors. Praying. None of these activities made
headlines, but together they became a life marked by gratitude.

The same is true in the life of the church. Most ministry does not happen in dramatic moments. It happens
because someone unlocks the building before worship. Someone prepares communion. Someone visits a
homebound member. Someone faithfully gives each month without fanfare. Someone quietly prays for a child
or grandchild every day.

Stewardship isn’t primarily about extraordinary generosity. Its about ordinary faithfulness repeated over a
lifetime.

When we learn to be grateful during the ordinary seasons, we begin to recognize that God has been at work
all along. The dog days of stewardship aren’t something to endure until the “real work” begins this fall. They
are part of the work. They remind us that God’s kingdom is built not only through mountaintop moments but
through countless faithful acts that often go unnoticed.

When August winds down, take a moment to thank God for the ordinary rhythms of your congregation. Those
simple, faithful habits are the foundation upon which extraordinary ministry is built.
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SAVE THE DATES:

ECUMC SUMMER BOOK CLUB:
Sunday, August 23 The Line Becomes a
River by Francisco Kantu (memaoir)

Green Team: Electronic Recycling

As part of its theme to reduce, reuse and
recycle, the ECUMC Green Team is hosting
its second electronic recycling event on
Saturday, September 26. This is an
opportunity for you to clear out broken and
obsolete electronics including most items
that operate by electricity—either cord or
battery. Some examples include TVs,
computers, laptops, printers, microwaves,
kitchen appliances.

N_ P AR If you are able to help with this initiative—

e greeting people, directing traffic, unloading
vehicles and loading trucks, please reach
3'DAY VBS out to Doug Thompson on the green team
[djthompson1950@gmail.com]. More
August 17-19, 9:00 AM to NOON details to come as we get closer to the
event.
Y )
ri CHURCH OFFICE
exi et e 262-251-3830 Church@ec-umc.com
DRIVING FOR CHANGE Hours: Monday — Thursday, 9 AM - 1 PM
Rooted & Rising Golf Scramble

Monday, Sept. 14*", 2026
11:00 a.m. Tee Time

THE RIVER CLUB OF MEQUON

Break out the clubs and join us for a great day in support of the
amazing work and mission of Rooted & Rising. Register your
foursome ($500) or individually ($125) today!

Not a golfer but still want in on the fun? Join us for dinner and
programming from 5:00-7:00 p.m. ($40)

For any questions or sponsorship inquiries: contact

info@rootedandrisingwp.org or 414-344-1818
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