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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: 
“Serve Joyfully . . . In Your Unique Way.” 
 If baking is one of your talents, whenever you bake 
a batch of cookies and make more than you need, 
we would appreciate your setting aside a dozen or 
two for fellowship hour. You can slip them in a 
plastic bag and drop them off in the kitchen at your 
convenience. You may not see them out on the day 
you bring them because we may freeze them to 
hold for when we need them. We will always put 
them first so that they are served as soon as 
possible. Just having a couple dozen on hand can 
go a long way towards being able to lay out the 
beautiful trays that appear every Sunday morning. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your unique contributions to the 
fellowship ministry of the Kitchen Klub. 
 

FOOD PANTRY: 
Reminder: The Food Pantry is looking for 
volunteers.  If you are interested or just would like 
more information, please contact Barb Kumrow at 
262-251-5949.  And, of course, the Pantry could 
always use donations, but please no corn or green 
beans. 
 
MISSIONS MINISTRY 

EGG CLUB: 
Join the Egg Club now!  For just a few dollars, you 
can provide eggs to the Food Center at Rooted & 
Rising.  Look for small white envelopes in the 
Community News and on tables around the church 
labeled Egg Club Donation.  You can drop them in 
the offering plate or at the church office.   
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A WORD FROM PASTOR MATT 
Pastor Matt Hadley; MattH@ec-umc.com 

 
“CONFIRMANDS ASK…” 

 
Every summer our program staff have a brainstorming meeting to develop the next calendar year’s worship 
series. This means that we are always planning at least a year in advance for every Sunday morning worship 
experience. This gives our music and small group ministries an opportunity to have appropriate music and 
studies that are in harmony with the sermons. 
 
Having said that, I always remind the staff that these series did not come down from a mountain carved in 
stone. There are times when we need to adjust.  We initially planned for this September series to be 
“Confirmands Ask…” based on questions last year’s confirmands asked during the previous year. 
 
We made the decision to focus instead on the theme our young people experienced during their mission trip 
to South Dakota, “Made for This.” It is my prayer that the sermons have been food for your soul.  
 
Here are the questions I was going to address with some food for thought. How would you answer these 
questions? 
 
1. Are demons real? 
The Bible clearly speaks of demons and evil spiritual forces, although Christians disagree about whether those 
descriptions should always be understood literally or sometimes as ancient ways of describing experiences we 
might understand differently today. Either way, Christianity takes evil seriously while proclaiming that evil—
whatever form it takes—does not have the final word. 
 
2. How do some people have so much faith, and why do so many have so little faith? 
Faith isn't something everyone receives or experiences in the same way; it is shaped by our experiences, 
personalities, questions, relationships, and even our struggles. And the Bible reminds us that faith doesn't 
have to be enormous to matter—sometimes the most genuine prayer is simply, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 
(Mark 9:24). 
 
3. Is praying essential to being a Christian? 
Prayer is essential not because God needs us to pray, but because relationships require communication, 
attention, and presence. Prayer doesn't have to be eloquent or even filled with words; it is intentionally 
opening ourselves to God and allowing that relationship to shape who we are. 
 
4. Why are there so many denominations? 
There are so many denominations because Christians throughout history have disagreed about theology, 
biblical interpretation, worship, church leadership, sacraments, culture, and sometimes politics and 
personalities. Our divisions reveal our human limitations, but our different traditions can also remind us that 
no single denomination possesses everything there is to know about God. 
 
What a blessing it is to stand up each Sunday morning to preach God’s word here at Emmanuel Community 
United Methodist Church! 
 
Yours in service, 
 
Pastor Matt 
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Dear Emmanuel family, 
  
Over the years, with every church staff team I have had the privilege of leading, I have found it important for 
us to be in covenant relationship with one another. A staff covenant reminds us not only of what we do 
together, but how we have committed to work, communicate, and care for one another as we serve the 
church. Whenever a new staff member joins the team, we take time to review the covenant together and 
make any changes we feel are appropriate for this particular team and season of ministry. With the addition of 
Dominique Johnson as our new Media Coordinator—you’ll be introduced to her more fully next month—we 
recently did just that. Below is the staff covenant we have adopted together as we continue serving Emmanuel 
Community and living out our mission of “Imitating Christ Together.” 
  
Feeling blessed to be on a great team, serving a great church, 
Matt 
 
 

EC-UMC STAFF COVENANT 
 

1. Feed your soul. Attend to the spiritual disciplines so necessary to be a vibrant person of faith. 
Especially worship, study, and prayer.  

2. Confidentiality. What is said in staff meetings and one-on-ones is strictly confidential unless it is stated 
to be otherwise. 

3. Respect & Support one another. Help one another in appropriate ways as we work together as a team. 
Watch for times of high stress and fatigue in each other and pray for one another regularly and 
sincerely. Opportunities will abound for you to speak ill of someone on staff. Don't do it for whatever 
reason. If you are unhappy about something, go to the person directly first and speak with them. Then 
after speaking together be positive and supportive of each other. Always believe the best of one 
another.  

4. Attendance at staff meetings. Please try to schedule personal and professional appointments at other 
times whenever possible.   

5. Extending hospitality. Greet and welcome all comers, be they members, visitors, strangers, 
salespersons, etc. Gently coach each other on this especially when it comes to "extra grace required" 
persons. 

6. Sabbath & Self-care. For current and future full-time staff it is crucial to honor a 24 hour period of 
renewal. Help one another take care of themselves.  

7. Maintain a vision driven ministry at every turn. Does everything we o help us to "Imitate Christ 
Together?" Crucial questions: (a) is this activity within our mission and vision as a faith community? (b) 
Does this event or class or mission hone and support our vision? (c) Can this activity be justified within 
our vision?  

8. Faith to stated job description. Develop, promote, and accomplish stated tasks and goals of job 
description provided by SPRC and Pastor.  

9. Practice faithful stewardship by honoring our time, sharing our gifts generously, and caring responsibly 
for the financial and physical resources entrusted to our ministry.   

10. One-on-one meetings with Pastor Matt. Monthly Check-ins. Annual review with Pastor Matt for self-
assessment. 

 

 



HOW OUR CHURCH WORKS TO SUPPORT OUR MISSION: 
 

Each month going forward we will provide a brief write-up on a committee or group that works behind the 
scenes to support our Church’s mission: To Imitate Christ Together. It is our hope that these articles will 
highlight the accomplishments of these groups and may inspire others to participate in the future. Each group 
will be asked to respond to the same four questions. 

This month we’re highlighting the Ushers as our featured group.  This group is managed by Sabrina Kahler. If 
you have any follow-up questions, please don’t hesitate to contact her. 

 

What are the goals and purposes of this group? 

We serve at the church services on Sundays.  We are the first impression for attendees that come to church 
that day and we want to give them a great welcome! The ushers greet all attendees, pass out bulletins, take 
attendance, collect the offering, and on the first Sunday of each month, we help serve communion. 

Who are the members? 

We have over 20 ushers who serve at church service once or twice per month.  We have also recruited several 
families to usher as a team together. Attendees like to see the kids and the kids seem to like to greet 
everyone. 

How do people volunteer to be part of this group? 

Wannabe ushers can contact Sabrina to join the usher team, or they can approach any usher on a Sunday and 
ask to be part of the group email.  As a new member two years ago, I joined the ushering group so I could 
meet people in the church.  I think it is a great way for new members to connect.  Even if you don’t want to be 
in the rotation, please reach out if you might be interested! 

How does this committee’s work support the church’s mission?  

Our website says that we have a responsibility to ”imitate Christ together by serving one another”.  We serve 
others during the service by providing a welcoming presence and by helping the service go smoothly.  I feel 
like it’s taking care of some of the housekeeping functions so attendees can focus on the sermons and the 
hymns and prayers of the people. 



A Stewardship Moment: Shaping Our Future Together: The Annual Pledge Drive Begins  

Dear Church Family, 

As we enter a new season, we look back with deep gratitude for how God has sustained our community. We 
see His faithfulness in our vibrant ministries, our impactful local outreach, and the deep relationships built 
within these walls. Every prayer offered, every song sung, and every life transformed is a testament to God’s 
grace and your enduring faithfulness. 

On October 1, we officially begin our Annual Pledge Drive. This is a dedicated time for our community to look 
forward, dream together, and commit our financial resources to the work God is doing in and through our 
church. We are not just funding a budget; we are actively participating in God’s vision for our community and 
world. 

The Spiritual Significance of Giving 
Giving is a fundamental act of worship and trust. Scripture reminds us that everything we have belongs to 
God. In 1 Chronicles 29:14, King David prays, “But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to 
give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your 
hand.” When we pledge, we acknowledge God as our ultimate provider and return a portion of His blessings 
to further His kingdom. 
A financial pledge is an intentional spiritual discipline. It moves us away from impulse giving and guides us 
toward deliberate, prayerful stewardship. By planning our giving, we make God a priority in our finances 
rather than offering Him what is left over. 

Why We Pledge 
Our annual pledge drive serves at least two vital purposes: spiritual alignment and practical planning. 

• Faithful Ministry: Your pledges fund our weekly worship, children and youth programs, pastoral care, 
and community groups. 

• Global and Local Outreach: A large portion of our budget goes directly to feeding the hungry, 
supporting local shelters, and funding global mission partners. 

• Operational Stewardship: Leadership relies on these pledges to create an accurate, responsible budget 
for the upcoming year, ensuring we use every dollar wisely. 

The Apostle Paul gives us beautiful instructions on the spirit of stewardship in 2 Corinthians 9:7: “Each of you 
should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.” Our goal is 100% participation from our membership. The size of the gift matters far less than 
the unity of our collective commitment. Every single pledge, regardless of the amount, combines to form the 
foundation of our shared ministry. 

Growing in Faith and Generosity 
Generosity expands our hearts and breaks the grip of materialism. When we give generously, we store up 
treasures in heaven and anchor our security in God alone. In 1 Timothy 6:18-19, Paul charges believers “to do 
good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for 
themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.” 
This pledge drive invitation asks everyone to take a step forward in their journey of generosity. If you have 
never pledged before, we invite you to start this year. If you are a consistent giver, we challenge you to 
prayerfully consider increasing your commitment as an act of faith. 

 
 
 
 
 



A Stewardship Moment: Shaping Our Future Together: The Annual Pledge Drive Begins…continued 
 
How to Participate 
The pledge drive runs from October 1 through Consecration Sunday on October 25. Here is how you can 
prepare and participate: 

1. Pray: Ask God how He is calling you to use your financial resources to support His church this coming 
year. 

2. Discuss: Talk with your family about your household budget and how your giving reflects your spiritual 
values. 

3. Submit: Fill out your physical pledge card and return it on Consecration Sunday, mail it to the church 
office, or submit your pledge securely online. Specific instructions are being mailed to you and are 
available in the Church Office. 

4. Use the QR Code:  
 

 

 

We will celebrate our collective commitments on Consecration Sunday, October 25, lifting up our pledges in a 
prayer of thanksgiving. 

Thank you for your continued partnership, your prayers, and your love for this church. Together, we look 
forward to what God will accomplish in the coming year. 

In Christ’s Grace, 

The ECUMC Stewardship Team 

 



YOUTH MINISTRIES 
Contact: Anna Schoenenberger; AnnaS@ec-umc.com 
 
“I'm so glad I live in a world where there are 
Octobers.”   
- L.M. Montgomery's Anne of Green Gables  
  
As we enter October, we are surrounded by the 
beauty of Wisconsin in the fall.  God’s presence can 
be felt when we see the brilliant color of the 
leaves, feel the crisp air in the mornings, and 
witness the hustle and bustle of wildlife getting 
ready for an approaching winter.  Once that peak 
color fades and leaves drop, let us remember Isaiah 
40:8, “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but 
the word of our God endures forever.” We can, and 
should, appreciate October in all its autumnal glory 
while also keeping in mind the beautiful fact that 
God’s love for us is always present no matter what 
seasonal changes in nature, and life, come next.  
  
Youth Ministries has a variety of things coming up 
as well!  Next year’s Youth Mission Trip destination 
was announced on September 27. We will be 
heading to Louisville, Kentucky, from July 17-23.  To 
reserve a spot, please reach out to me (AnnaS@ec-
umc.com) and secure it with a $50 deposit in the 
form of a check made out to ECUMC (“Mission Trip 
Deposit for [Name]” in memo line). Information 
about pricing, payment deadlines, and fundraising 
earn-back can be found in the wall file holder 
outside my office.  Spots on the trip are filled as 
requests/deposits come in as spots are limited.  A 
waitlist through YouthWorks can be requested if 
needed.  

  
Peeking back at September, we celebrated the new 
basketball hoop here at ECUMC with a Youth 
Group meeting shooting buckets and playing 
basketball games!  We devoted time to discussing 
Ephesians 4:29, “Do not let any unwholesome talk 
come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful 
for building others up according to their needs, 
that it may benefit those who listen.”  Youth 
focused on how we can be both competitive and 

respectful; we can all get stronger when we build 
each other up rather than tear each other down. 
This is applicable to sports and in daily life.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
Upcoming October Events:  
10/4 - Youth Group meeting during first service 
(8:30-9:45 AM); meet in the Youth Room.  
 
10/25 - Youth Group Pumpkin Carving Event 6-7:30 
PM.  This popular event is back for youth and their 
families!  We will carve pumpkins, share in a 
devotional, and enjoy a pizza dinner.  Sign up HERE 
by 10/18 so I know how many pumpkins and how 
much pizza to get!    
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS 

Contact: Liz Cannon (LizC@ec-umc.com) 
 

Rally Day 2026, “Made to Matter, Made to Mirror,” 
was a lovely sunny morning filled with food, fun, 
and fellowship. There were even live chickens! The 
children of ECUMC raced to 
enjoy the bounce house, 
played 9-Square in the 
grass, and made mirror 
themed crafts.  

Thank you to our Youth 
Ministry Director, Anna 
Schoenenberger, and to 
the Children’s Ministry 
Team for organizing and supervising all of the fun 
activities for our children and youth. Special thanks 
to Barb O’Connell for stepping in and helping out, 
to Stacy Velie for conducting a cool science 
experiment, and to the Schmitt family for bringing 
their adorable flock. What a great way to celebrate 
our church and the start of Sunday School! 

By the time you read this article, the staff, 
Children’s Ministry Team, and the majority of the 
Sunday School and Youth Group volunteers will 
have completed Safe Sanctuaries Training. Safe 
Sanctuaries is a comprehensive abuse prevention 
and risk reduction program that is intended to 
nurture trust within our faith community. The 
ultimate goal is complete transparency about what 
we do to protect the children and other vulnerable 
people in our midst. We want to replace fear with 
honesty, have open communication and 
accountability, and implement proactive safety 
policies. Our church’s safety practices and policies 
are a living, breathing part of our church that 
require nurturing and will evolve over time to meet 
the needs of those we serve. 

 

 

Cokesbury’s “big faith” 
curriculum kicked off the 
Sunday School season for 
the elementary school 
aged children by posing the 
very big question, “How do you know that God 
loves you?” Our first 4-week unit explores how God 
shows us compassion. His compassion is discussed 
in four stories about Joseph from the Book of 
Genesis. In our second unit we will discuss how 
God cares for us. 
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ADULT DISCIPLESHIP 
Contact: Janet Ray; JanetR@ec-umc.com 
 
New Study This Fall 
“These days, Christians shy 
away from telling their stories 
of Jesus, perhaps for fear of 
offending others or perhaps 
not knowing what to say. 
And there is no denying that 
Christians often speak of Jesus 
badly – in exclusive, hurtful 
ways. 
Despite the reticence of some 
and the hubris of others, Jesus remains central to 
the lives of millions of Christians. 
If nothing else, sharing our stories might lead to 
greater understanding, tolerance, appreciation, 
and perhaps even celebration of our differences. 
I invite you into your own memory and experience, 
where I trust Jesus can be found.” 
(Diana Butler Bass, from the Introduction to 
Freeing Jesus) 
Join us for a 6-week study of Diana Butler Bass's 
Freeing Jesus. This study will challenge the 
institutional thought that tempts some Christians 
to think they should contain Jesus, limiting him to a 
“right doctrine” or “MY church.” We can, instead, 
“free Jesus” from the constraints of organized 
religion. 
Through her blend of personal memoir, theology, 
and church history, Bass encourages us to embrace 
doubt, mystery, and a vibrant faith that grows 
along with us. 
We’ll meet Sundays at 11 AM in Fellowship Hall 
September 27–November 8 (except for 
Consecration Sunday on October 25). Snacks will be 
available. Register on the bulletin board or email 
JanetR@ec-umc.com.  Books are available for $5 in 
the church office. 

 
 
 
Bible Study (Wednesdays and 
Fridays at 10 AM) 
Each week we examine the 
Lectionary scriptures “assigned” to 
the upcoming Sunday. What do 
they mean? Why are they grouped 
together? How might they apply to my life? 
This study is offered twice each week–once in 
person and once via Zoom. No outside preparation 
is needed. 

• Join the group in person on Wednesdays, 
10:00-11:00 AM, in Fellowship Hall. Bring 
your favorite Bible or borrow one that day. 

• Join the online group on Fridays, 10:00-
11:00 AM. Contact Janet Ray for the Zoom 
link (JanetR@ec-umc.com) 

 
Sunday Morning Discussions: The Wired Word 
This drop-in group discusses topics of current 
events and issues of social justice from a Biblical 
perspective. Find what interests you and come 
once in a while or every week – you are always 
welcome! 
We meet, starting September 20, on Sunday 
mornings from 8:45-9:45 AM in Chapel Lounge. 
Upcoming topics: 
October 4: Considering the Separation of Church 
and State 
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MUSIC MINISTRIES 
Bill Follmann Billf@ec-umc.com     Bill’s Cell 414-881-3023 

 

Why singing matters – How can you be more involved? 
Here is a little story about my past. 
     I was trained as a classical musician, majoring in vocal performance, however, during my sophomore year of college I 
was given the opportunity (or God shoved me into it) to direct a Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Church Choir in Sioux 
City, Iowa. It was very stressful year as I really didn’t know how to direct.  You see, I had not taken a single class in 
college for directing a choir. The choir was very patient and helped me along. Yes, I could sing, but direct? I learned a lot 
about humbleness, forgiveness, acceptance, and humility as I worked to build the choir. Have you ever sung “Silent 
Night” in Norwegian? Me neither. 
     My first year there, I figured out most of the mechanics with beat patterns I would need going forward and was 
reminded about the talents, love and grace people shared and gave willingly to one another. At Christmas time, driving 
to the final Sunday in Advent my car–with 4 other college singers in my car all wearing seatbelts I am sure–was 
broadsided by another car coming out of another church parking lot. Didn’t see me. I was devastated. Everyone was just 
fine, but I was due to go home for Christmas on that following Friday, and although the car ran far enough to get to 
church that morning, and back to college, how would I possibly get home? Bill, a bass in my choir, gave me a name, a 
business, and a contact, and told me to tell him to treat me as he would his own child. I was on the road with a fully 
repaired car by Thursday eve. And made it home for Christmas with a big thank-you to my guardian angel, Bill. 
     My second year was one of revelation, learning and begged me to ask the question back to God, why me? I was very 
inept, had no direction training, yet. I could sing, but what does that have to do with leading a choir? A budget? What 
was that? I had both the three beat and four beat pattern down, but what was up with the 6/8 (really 2 beats per 
measure) and the other goofy ones 5/8, 7/8, ¾ followed by 6/8? I can sing a number using these time signatures. 
Perplexed and out of my knowledge base, still God pushed me to go on. 
     My third year I was on fire, and we sang an Easter cantata with a choir of 28. Yes, I had sung it before, and yes, the 
choir swelled from my first year of 16.  Of course, I may have added a couple of singers from the Morningside College 
choir who “owed me”.   It taught me to lead with emotion and enthusiasm. I did not have the full skill set yet to adeptly 
direct a choir, but God gave me what I needed. He gave me the confidence and the surrounding support to be 
successful. I directed there for three years and heard back from some of them about their experiences. The one thing I 
know is that God was with me all the time and had a plan for my future. 
     With a sidestep for directing a year at a Presbyterian church in South Sioux City, Nebraska and being the paid Bass 
soloist for an episcopal church, I have been here at Emmanuel directing the choir and music program since June of 1992. 
I say this to encourage you to come and join your talents with all of us in song. God has shown me year in and year out 
that people that sing together are happier. We rely on each other to get through hard times and rejoice with one 
another when we share happy events. 
     The underlying part of all of this is that we need everyone to join their voices together to sing God’s praise. God has 
given us all voices to sing. Come be a part of the music! Remember, we are better off having you singing with us part of 
the time than at none of the time. 
     Look for a Cantata announcement coming in the November Pathways. I hear we are singing one the first Sunday of 
April in 2027. Cool! 
Here is the music Thursday rehearsal schedule for October 6:00PM 6:30PM 7:00PM: 

1-Oct-26 Women Men Chancel 
8-Oct-26 Men Women Chancel 

15-Oct-26 Women Men Chancel 
22-Oct-26 Men Women Chancel 
29-Oct-26 Women Men Chancel 

Remember: 
"The woods would be very silent if no birds sang except those who sang best."   Henry Van Dyke 
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. You are such a supportive congregation, thank you!! 
Love to have you all singing with us! 
Sing Every Day, 
 
Bill

mailto:Billf@ec-umc.com


SUPPER CLUB 
 

Join ECUMC friends for another supper club 
evening on October 17.  We will meet at Waller’s 
on the Lake, 2472 Wallace Lake Rd., West Bend, WI 
53090 at 4:30 PM. 
 

The venue has a beautiful lake view and a full 
supper club menu, which you can see at 
https://www.wallersonthelakewi.com/menu. 
  
The sign-up sheet will be posted on Sunday, 
October 4. The supper club can only accommodate 
30, so sign up right away. 
 

There will be an automatic 20% gratuity and checks 
will be paid by table group (15 people per table), 
rather than individually or as couples, so please be 
prepared to pay with cash. Feel free to arrange 
your own carpool if you like. 
  
If you have questions, contact Anne Weiland 262-
424-8480. 

 

 
Lang may yer lum reek (long may your chimney 
smoke), a traditional Scottish wish for health, good 
luck, and prosperity. To find out more about 
Scotland and Scottish culture, join YAHAS (Young At 
Heart And Spirit) on Tuesday, October 20, for a 
presentation by Janet Ray entitled Scotland: 
Traveling Between History and Imagination. Sign up 
on the YAHAS sheet outside of Pastor Matt’s office. 
Plan to bring a salad or dessert and meet in 
Celebration Hall between 11:15 and 11:30 AM for 
fellowship and lunch followed by the program. 
Invite a friend! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
WOMEN’S MINISTRY NEWS: 

Girls’ Night Out: Friday, October 9 
6 PM 
Reconnect and make new friends 
with a social time at The Waterlin, 
N88W14750 Main St, Menomonee 

Falls (in the Delta Hotel). 
Order dinner, drinks, desserts or apps, if you 
choose (yes, there is a fish fry, too!) The restaurant 
will set aside table space for our group and provide 
separate checks. 
RSVPs are needed by Tuesday, October 6 – sign up 
on the bulletin board or email JanetR@ec-
umc.com. 
This event is hosted by the Women’s Ministry 
Team 
 
New Wednesday Study: C. S. Lewis 
Our next study is The Screwtape 
Letters. This short book is a series 
of fictional letters of advice from 
Uncle Screwtape to his nephew, a 
fledgling demon, on how best to 
corrupt the human soul. Lewis 
uses dark humor and inverted 
perspectives to expose human frailties, making us 
laugh at the sheer absurdity of our own flaws. 
Ultimately Screwtape highlights that the greatest 
threat to the human soul is not spectacular 
wickedness, but the gradual, unnoticeable descent 
into the mundane darkness of indifference. 
We meet 7:00-8:30 PM in Fellowship Hall on 
October 28 and November 4, 11 & 18. 
Note: This should be an easy find at the library or 
your local used bookstore. Read Letters 1-8 for our 
first meeting. 
Join us and feel free to bring a friend who might 
enjoy our gatherings. 
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October 2026 
According to research, just two hours a week in nature have a positive effect on health and psychological 
wellbeing—and the benefit holds regardless of age, income, or chronic illness. Build nature time into your routine 
and your family’s. Take a 10-minute nature break, eat lunch outside, talk and walk. Love yourself and your loved 
ones. 
  
Green space is critical infrastructure for health and wellbeing. And like all infrastructure, access to it isn't equally 
distributed. Lower-income neighborhoods consistently have less tree canopy, hotter temperatures, more pollution, 
and worse health outcomes. Speak up for parks and trees to be placed so that all neighbors benefit. 
 

Weave love of creation and neighbor into your worshipping community’s practices through liturgy, fellowship, 
education, and contemplation. See to it that creation justice is not just an occasional program or a single campaign 
or the purview of one committee but a dimension of the congregation’s shared life. 
  
Who pays for pollution? Not the polluters! Challenge government to shift the cost back to where it belongs. As 
citizens and people of faith, follow Jesus’ story of the persistent widow (Luke 18:1-8), who stuck to her mission and 
finally convinced the unjust judge. Keep bringing injustice to planet and people to the attention of the powers that 
be. Write letters, sign petitions, make calls. 
  
Put your money to work for justice. When you buy organic, you guarantee more farmers can grow healthy, safe 
food. When you buy fair trade, you provide living wages and fight poverty. When you bank with a community bank 
or credit union, you are investing locally and likely not funding fossil fuel projects. Choose justice. 
  
Persist in the “little things” you do to help the planet—recycling, composting, planting, thrifting, ride sharing, 
consuming less, using alternatives to plastic—and talk about what you are doing and why. People pay attention to 
the practices and words of people they know. You make a difference. 
  
When something proposed is harmful, raise your voice to connect the dots for people and officials of how the 
results are injurious. Encourage others to listen and act. Go after change. Turn your private frustration into public 
pressure. 
  
Love for the next generation is the number one reason why people care about climate change. Keep in mind your 
children, grands, greats, and future generations as you make choices for your lifestyle and for how you spend your 
energy addressing the environmental and justice issues of today. Be proactive for their sake. 
  
In the face of fast-tracked, hyperscale data centers, join the community demanding transparency, truth, time, and 
guardrails. Learn about the inherent creation justice issues, and raise your voice along with your neighbors’. Sing 
out like the canary in the coal mine. 
  
The gifts of God—sun and wind—are free and renewable. Using them rather than continuing with fossil fuels will 
save our planet. A crucial benefit from the switch is less incentive to go to war over limited fossil resources. Join 
with others and use your power—your voice, your actions, your advocacy—to love Earth.
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